Epistula ad lToannem monachum de patientia, et de cavendo nequis
decipiatur cogitationibus praetextu iustificationum neque dicat:
"Tamquam pastor incedo," et de temperantia

EmiotoAn mpog Twdavvnv povalovta [epi UTOMOVAG, kai ToD pr)
arnatdobat toig Aoylopoic Tpo@doet Nkalwudtwy, Kai AEyelv, 6Tt wg
Bookog Topevouat. Kai nepl cw@pooiivng

MoAAd mapaivécsavteg tov ebAaféotatov Oe6dwpov toD ur| dnootival tod TOTov
€avtoD, oUK iox0oauev meioat. Eine 8¢ mpdg fudg édv 0€Ang, enoi, fondfcai pot, kai
HETX @edv oGoai pov TV Puyriv, drdotelAdv Ue g TO povaothpldv cov: @ Tivi
drexpiOnv 811, d¢' o0 TV émuédelav tod povactnpiov émétpeda TR &SNP
Twdvvy, &vev PouvAfic avtod, cuvtdéacbai tivi 404 o0 dvvaual. Kal T@ VOV KaA&DG
nenoinkag de€auevog tOv Tpoelpnuévoy GdeA@dv. Q¢ yap Emavikev, GmryyelAev
fuiv, onolav cvunddeiav €vedellw eic avtdv. Kal yap tovg to100Toug del Evtinwg
EXELV, TOUG UMEP TATEPA KAl UNTEPA Kal GOeA@OLG Kal GdeA@Ag Kal yuvaika kai
TEKVA Kal oLYYEVELG Kal @ilovg, ayandvrag tov Koprov. Kaddg d¢ moieig, ig tumov
KaA®V €pywv mapexouevos €avtdv, kal udAiota toig oLV ool oikoUotv adeA@oig
KATa TOV eimdvta an' euod 6Peabe, kal oUtw mowjoate. Kol 0 pakdpiog IadAog O
andotolog mapaivel, Aéywv: puntal pov yiveobe, kabwg kdyw Xptotod: Tva ovg O
Adyoc o0 mAnpo@opel, tO €pyov meion. TAg 8¢ mvevpaTikig Aettovpyiag un
Kata@povronte, Unde mpo@doel TV OWUATIKOV XPEIOV TAG oLVAEewg LUOV
napapeArionte. Ta yap Adyia tod ©eoD peletwpeva kol PaAASueva, Puxnv UEV
TpéPovuat Kal daguAdttovat, c@ua &€ @povpodotl kal matdaywyodot, daipovag de
anehavvovot kal pdeyiotnv yaAvnv tfi Yuxi] €umololol. 405 Iepi d¢ TtV
EMXELPOVVTWY €1¢ TX UMEPUETPA KAl TEPUUIMTOVIWV  KIvOUVOIC AVNKEDTOLG,
vrouvijoal Vudg BovAopat, un @poveiv map' 0 del Ppovelv, GANX @poveiv €ig T
ow@poVvelv. Kat mdAv £t€pwOit Aéyer ur| yivou dikatog moAAd, unde co@ilov mepiood,
unmote ékmAayfig. ZuvEPn yap £v Taig nuépaig tavtalg Tivag adeA@oug kataAimdvrag
Ta €auT®V keAAla ei¢ tnv d&Batov kol dkaprmov Kol Avudpov YAV €aUTOovg
ekdedwkéval. TToAAG 8¢ Umd t@v matépwv Kal GdeA@@V vouvbetnOévteg ovk
gneioBnoav, eindvrec Nueig Pookol amepydueba. Q¢ 8¢ AAacav £avtovg KATH TAG
Enpotdtng €prjuov, Osacduevor €avtolg cvykAeioBévtag OO thv dfatov YAy,
Ap&avto duoopeiv AMav: dpduevor 8¢ dvalvewv €l t& oikovueva, ovk é&loyvoav
éavtovg Ume€dpal T xaAemwtdng épriuov: od yap pddiov Av Evtdc yevouévolg.
OA1pdpevor totyapodv 6godpd¢ VIO dottiag Kal diPng kal tod KaoWVOG, EKELVTO
&Bupodvteg kal TV Puxnv droleyduevor. Oikovouia 8¢ Tig yéyovev €k BOelag
npovoiag, kai elpnvtat LTS TIVWV PLXOPPAYODVTEG, oTTIveG EmBEVTEG £l T 406 101
KTAVN €kOploav adTovG €i¢ TA OlKoOuEVa, TIVEG Of Kol AméPulav Kal TA CWHATA
a0T@V UTO TMETELVOV Kal Onpiwv kateBpwbnoav, ol d¢ dacwbévteg Euevav dobeveig
€' 1Kavdv, kal Aowmov tfj meipa €yvwoav pr moielv Tt d&vev PBouAfic. Mool yap
avBadela AoyiopoD @epduevorl, €i¢ yiiv dkapmov kai dvudpov avtoug dinAacav,
Platov Bavatov avtoig émevéykavteg. “Etepor d¢ vmotayfval un BovAduevor, unde
€EUTNPETETV TOVG OUOPUXOUG GVEXOUEVOL, TG aOT® KIVOUVW €autoug €EE0wKAV.
"AANot UmoO avtapeokeiag Aoylopol umaixOévteg kal tf] kevodoliq émapBEévreg,
gnaivoug Onpwpevol HO TOV AKOLOVTWY, WG Paoct, Pookol yevduevol, ToUG O
gmitelvouévoug mOVoug U ovAAoyloduevol, Toig alToi¢ KvdUVOI( €aUTOUG
nepiéParlov. O0 el toryapodv, ayamnté, cvvamayeobar toi¢ 1dloig Aoyiopoig
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AKPITWG, GAAX HEAAOV XpT] EKAOTOV EMLYIVWOKELY TG oikela ETpa Kal Tamnevodobat
@ MAnolov €v aydnn Oeo0. Ei € T1g oleton kKatopOwkEval Trv ApeTNV Kal EMIKPATETV
OV TaOOV Kal PaciAedev TtV Opé€ewv, unde oltw Bappeitw Eavt®: Smwg ur 407
pNof kol adT® TO yeypauuévov: BactAevg Bpaotg éuneceital €1¢ Kakd, dyyelog O¢
QWTOC puoetal avTdV. AAN' Towg Tape A0V T1g Aé€et’ kal Q¢ eVploKWUEV TIVAG TGOV
Matépwv tadtnv E€noknkdtag TNV apetnv; Xpn totyapolyv NUAG TPOSPEPELY KAl €K
OV Plwv TdOV aylwv Matépwy thv paptuplav, 6nw deifwuev cap®dg, undev eiki A
WG ETUXEV AMEPIOKENTWG TEMpaxEéval Tovg aylovg IMatépag. Tlepi yap tobd APPa
Maxapiov 1otopeital, 0tt €Aeyev oUtw’ Kabnuévov pov, @nolv, €v t@ KeAMW®
NokNONv. "QxAnodv pot ot Aoyiopoi, Aéyovteg dneAbe €ow eic v Epnuov kal 1d¢ ti
PAémerg €xkel. Kai €uerva mOAeudV T@ Aoylou®d mévte £tn, Aéywv' UAmWG &mod
dapdvwv €otiv. ‘Opdg ovveowv ayiov avdpdg, Mn cuvamnxdn 1 €nédpaue; Mn
TPOCETOINCATO TOV Aoylopdv; OOxi. AAN' Euetvev dvakpivwv, vnotedwv Kal
QYPUTVOV KAl TPOCELXOUEVOG, UNTIWG Amd datpdvwy éotlv. ‘Huiv de Stav €AOn
Aoytopdg, axatdoxetol €opev €€aypolobuevol, kai o0 pdvov oK d&vakpivouev
EUTOVWC TtpooeLXOUEVOL, GA 408 A' 008 D' £Tépwv vovbetovuevol melapxoduev:
00ev kal ocixpa?xwtt{épseoc ﬁaS{wq oo tob é{svocvn’ocq Eita, gnotv, 0g énépswsv 0
Aoylopog, e€NAOev slg tnv spnpov kol e0pev éxel 7\1pVI’]V 0ddTwv Kal vr]csov €V UEow
abTii. Kai AABov t& ktrvn tnc spnpou Telv s{ ocvtng, Kai €18ev v péow adT@v 0o
avOpwmoug yvpvovq Eita uetd 1o AaAficar adtolg npog GAARAWV. gimev 6 aﬁﬁag
Makdpiog Ttpog avTtovg QG 6vvocpoa ysvso@oa povaydg; Kai Aéyovotv adt® €av urn
omowintoa g maot t01q T00 Koopov ov dvvatat ysvsceou povaxoq Kai einev
owtmq EYQ aoGsvnq lyt kat o0 5uvoq10u wq vpslq Kai gimov’ €xv o0 d0vacal wg
Muels, kdBov év t@ keAAW cov kal kKAadoat Ta¢ auaptiog oov. Q taneivwoig Evoéov
avdpdg! "Q obveoic évapétov Puxig! ‘O tosovtolg kai TnAkoUTOIg dvEpayadruact
dampénwyv o0k £kpvev avToV &€lov ToD Mpdyuatog, AN €pn mpdg avTodg £yw
aoBevng eipt kai o0 dUvapal, wg LUETG. ‘HUEelG O€, UnTe dwypod EMOTAVTOG, HITE UTO
Tvog drwkduevol, Tf] mpometela Kai avtapeokeiq dydueda, kal £mixelpoluev T&
UmépueTpa, WG 409 Kopiov tOv Oedv melpdlovteg, Omep £oti @oPepdv. Ovai ¢
avOpdw memo1BdT €mi tfi 1diq duvduetl, i doknoel, f| DPLOTNTL Kol Ur| €1¢ OOV
gxovtt ooy avtod v EATidar map' avTod yap HOvVoL TO KPAToG Kal 1] oxvg. Atati
Yap un €ykOpopev kal €ig tov fiov tol aPPa Avtwviov kal eDproouev Kal abTOV €K
Pelag amokaAVPew mavta menotnkévatl, ‘Ouolwg 3¢ kal adTtog oUK €V HOVAGTNPIW
gkabéleto; OUK du@idopaoty €kéxpnrto; O0K dptov fiobiev; OV taic idiaig xepolv
glpyaleto; OO paONnTag €kEKTNTO, OITIVEG Kal Bavovtog¢ avtod GUVESTAAKAV Kal
é'Goupa\/' OV uévov d¢ ou’)tbg 0 paKo'(ploq AVTOVI0G TaUTH éxpﬁoato i} Staywym, GAAX
Kol ol Aotrol Hoctspsg, ol Tov svapStov Blov eanKnoowtsg, omvsg napom)xntopsq
ysyovam TOV POITWVTWV TTPOG ocvtovg, ' wv 0 O€0g onpeia kat 1ocos1g EMETENEL wg
Y&p AOxvor @aidpol noav, taig dpetaiq kataAaunduevol. Tovtwv tOV Piov kai TOV
tpoémov {NAWowuev Kal NUELG, €v tf] PactAkii 08¢ Padiovteg, ur EkKAIVOVTEG, UNTe
elg T 010 unte €ic T Gprotepd. TXoA&GowWUEV TOtyapoUV Tij Novxiq, Tf vroteiq, T
&ypunviq, Tf] Tpo 410 oevxi], TOic ddkpuot, Taig cuvaeat, TG Epyoxelpw, T suvTuxia
TV aylwv Tatépwyv, Tf vakof] th¢ dAnOeiag, tf dxpodoel TOV Oeiwv TpaP@dV, 6Twg
Un xepowbii Nudv 1 dtavora. MdAtota 8¢ tig HETOANPEWS TOV AXPAVTWY Kol aylwv
puotnpiwv G&iovg autodg TAPAGTHOWHEY, OTWG TOV TIKTOUEVWY GTOTIOV TE Kal
pumap®dV Aoyiop®dv draounxdi Nudv 1 Pouxn, kai €vorknoog €v MNuiv 6 Kopiog
poontal NUag tod Movnpod. Katd mdvta O, thv ellikpivi] dydnny SiKovTeg €ig
GAARAoug kal €ig mavTag. 'Ek yap tod mAnciov ktdtai Tig To movnpov Kol dyaddv.
APevdng yap €otiv O €lndv: O €vi TOUTWV TOV GOEAP®V Hov TV EAayioTwv
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ETOINOATE, ol snomoats Hpog d¢ tolg ocovpnaeaq TaAv A€yer O Evi TGOV aSS)\(pwv
pou TV s)\axlotoov oUK snomoars o0d¢ ¢ spm snomoars Kai nopsvoovroa ovTol stq
KOAaowv aiwviov, ot 8¢ dikatot €i¢ whv aidviov. Ol Gpxaiot pdoXoug Kal Kplovg Kai
GuUvoug, mavta duwua, £i¢ Buoiav mpocé@epov T Kupiw: NUEIC 8¢ TO £aLT@V oOdUA
npoosvéykwuev Kuplw €év Tvedpatt Ayiw, un Uwuodvieg tolTto £V TOig
GTYOPEVUEVOLG, H| pUTODVTEG €V TV Aoylopu®, Tva un drmapadektog yévntat 411
NU®V 1) Buoia. TO 8¢ év tivi Tpdmew Oel kTdobal TNV aywwovvny, dpkel TOig ye VOOV
#xovot vnedAiov 1 Tod Oeol uvAun, g ai dxtivec pwtilovot ndcav kapdiav. O §¢
€T1 G00ev@®G drakeluevol mpog v totadTtnV €vvotav Xpnlovot tivwv UTodetyudtwy
1po¢ {fiAov kal katdpbworv ti§ adTh¢ dpetii. "Eotw d& MUV T 1Tddetypua To1odTo.
Ol kata tov kdouov Gvdpayabolvteg év toig TOAEUOLG, ikdvag AauPdvovoly £mi
TEX@V Kol oavidwv, trv iotoplav tod mOAéuov daypd@ovteg TOG Ol UEV
gvreivavteg ta té€a, ol 8¢ TPWOKOVTEG" Ol MEV QPEVYOVTEG, Ol O& KATATPEXOVTES,
£tepot 8¢ t@ Elgper xpnoduevor, diknv otaxdwv avtindAoug arobepilovot. Kai tadta
gmtndevovot Tpog CNAOV TV UETAYEVESTEPWY KAl AVAUVNOLY TOV GPLOTELOVIWY
KATA TV &thotpatsuopévwv MoAAotl 8¢ kol thv dOAnowv t@v Ayiwv év Toig
gvKTNpiolg oikoig 51ayp0(cpou01 npog {NAov dMbev TV vwbpokapdiwv kal tépPrv
@OV Bat®v. QG 00V Kai Tod npsrspov Blov avaypdpesbat uéAAovTog Kal Ev VPYNAG
avatifecbar mpog Emideriflv mdvtwv, omouvddoate. MAAAov d¢ omouvddowuev
Katopb&oar v apetryv, tva undev Pektov 1 avoiketov évtebfi év T €ikovi. 412
Aloxpotatov yap aAnddg, dvdpa v gikdvi BedoacBot yuvaiki optAodvta do€uvag,
Kal udAiota TV dokovvtwy oxfipa evoefelag nepiPePAfiobat. Ei 8¢ kai petd dppevog
Kata TOV eindvtar &ppeveg €v dppeot TV doxnuooOvnv katepyalduevor Tig dpa
ToAurioel évatevioat tf] €ikOvi; Pevktéov Kal T Oéaua. Ei tolalta évvonbeinueyv, v
tolavty dripia Beadfjvar o0 BovAduevol, thg aloxVVNG GTOVAPKAOAVTEG, TAVIWG
eKQeLESUED TOD aloypod mABovGg, TAG XAPLTOG GLVEPYOUSHG. PPoVTIoWUEV TOIVLV
eIMKPIVOG TAG ApeTAG, Omwg yévntatl 1) cOVOESIC Kal 1] KATAGKELT TG TEPL NUOV
iotoplag kaAn te kai e0@Nuog, €i¢ (RAov &yabov é€dntovon ik th¢ KaAAOVIG TOIg
gvtuyxdvouotl. Mndev duceldeg fj dvoikelov Th¢ dpetiig xapaktnpilwuev év avti. Kai
Yap 1 T@V Zodouit@dv iotopia dvedleintog kabiotnke, diaryopedovoa WS EKUKAOLV
v oikiav tod dikaiov oi dowtot, &xp1g 00 én)\dync(xv gugl d(opow{a Kat o TAg To0
nvpog snopﬁptag KatapAexbévteg Ete@pwbnoav avtol Te Kol T sSa(pr] av 413 TdV,
£¢' 0ig tou; abéopoug KatetpyocZovro pliag ToUtwv U’]V 10top10(v W¢ €lkOVA TIva
@OPov yéuovoav, TpoTédnkev 6 motoag NUAG O0G TG EKEAOTOL NUAOV cLVELddTL, Tva
TPOG TO LIOdeLYUA APOPOVTEG EKKAIVWUEY TOV QaUAWV. O1 8¢ EMKAUUVOVTEC Tfj
Bewpla tAg mpokewuévng Nuiv totopiag, padiwg éunintovov év t® Bapdbpw TOV
ndoviv. ZU d¢ épnpeiopévov €xe tO TAG davolag Supa mpOG TNV TOLXVUTHV
Katavonowy, va t@ @oPfw €ykpovong ta aloxiota mabn, kal tag eAeyUatvovoog
ndovag katapapavn 1 mposdokia tig Opyfg. Ti yap Evvodv thv BenAatov ékeivnv
Opynv ol katamtnoon Kol cuotéAAntal tf] dravolq, €l urte mapépyws KEXPNTAL Tf
Bewplq; Eyw 0¢ 6 pabupog tov VooV UepIk®G £moTrong Tf) 1otopia éotévala, Kal TO
npdowTmov toig yovaolv émbeig EkAavoa. TIRG ydp o0 @oPepov €otat GANO&G, Toig
Kaeapd) @ TG PUXAG c’)(pea?\p(b évop(bcn tﬁ 0(p05p0t6(‘t1’] {)13081 T00 nvpbg gkeivou
Kal TNy ynv (ppuocopsvnv Kal TQV oumtopwv TNKOUEVWYV, WOEL kNpdg, Kal tol
Kamvol &vidvtog; Apdye o0 dOvatal Talta Td unoSaypocm OV nponsnov@orwv Kal
Poxnv AeMbwuévny padd€at; Toryapolv TukvOTe 414 pov Tij lotopiq evatevi{wpey,
UGAAov de dnapadeintwg, Tva Tfi 0movdf] TV KPEITTOVWY, TV TPOELPTUEVWV TNV
neipav @Uywuev. ‘H ydp duéleta adet v dgofiav: €€ ekatépwv d¢ ouviotatal n
ouvhOe1a. O1 8¢ év €€t ToD kakoD yevouevol, dusékPatol UapxoLsL TOVTOV, TAVTOTE
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€ml AOUN T00 TVELUATIKOD Kaprod €mippenovteq. TIaAv d¢, WG €v €ikOVL, PEPWUEV
TV uvAuny, tég 1) uév Alyvrtia eilke oV Twon@ émon®oa Tpdg Eavthv, TOV 88
Beo@iAf] TO ipdtiov avtod kKataAsipavta kai anodpdsavta tod pvcovg. Kail maAty
TOUG TpeoPutépoug ToUG €v BaPuldvi, wg v eikdvi, Oswpduev T davoiq, Tdg
fimetyov, Tpo¢ aioxpovpyiav TV pakapiov Twodvvav: avtn 8¢ evoefel kal avdpelw
Aoytou® xpnoauévn, tovtoue katéPadev. OUTwG oV kai MUEC dywvicdueda
eIMKPIVOG, Kal HdALoTa Tenelopévol Tt 0VEV KPUTTOV, O 00 pavepwbnoetat, iva €l
T1¢ dpetn kai €l Tig Emovog, Tadta E@evpéobw mepl 415 Muiv: V' Ouev év Toig
EMALVOLUEVOLG KAl U €V TOIG Peyouévorg. Tept O T@V (NTOVUEVWY, Kal TO QWG Ol
ocuvavaotpépeobal GdeA@oic Kal dpéokelv Be® (Ovtl Kal GANOwv®, OudV
TIPOGEVXOUEVWV TIEPT UV, ONUAVOTUEV DUTV THG XAP1Tog UV cuvepyolong. "Eotw
d¢ petalv UGV kal LUV 6 Kopiog, 1 mnyn thg (wiig, 6 EmouPp@dv Xapdv Kal elprivnv
Kal ayloopov kal eAmida ayadnv toig ék{nrodotv avtov év dAnbdeiq. "Aomacal ToUg
oLV ool GdeA@ovg. Acmtdlovtal og ot Evtatba GdeAgol.
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